An humble Petition of the diſtreſſed and al- 3 
molt deſtroyed Subjes of ENnGrAnD, J 
To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſly. . 


Containing (in the judgement of the wiſe) the © 
very {cnle of all the true- hearted of the Kingdome ; 


bur becauſe the way to the Kings care is ſtopt, it was ſene 


to Loxpon, and there printed, as it is 
briefly declared to the Reader. 


E X0© D. 10. 7. 
K noweſt thow not yet that our Canaan is deſtroyed ? 
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Printed on the Ft of Jacobs Trouble, MY to a 
way (in " > for his deliverance out of it. 
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| ] 'Fo the obvious not deſired Reader { 1 


Jeſtie ſo guarded from the Requeſts of his Subyefts, we 
are therefore forced to ſubmit 1t to your common view, 
and #0 turne it ont , in hope his Majeſty may light of 
one Copie,and ſeriouſly reade it,and lay to heart the di- 
fireſſe of the miſerable: if yourenſure it as the worke of 
ſomefe wa iſconten ted perſons , Know you it 1s the ſen e 
= of pur part of the Kingdom,and if you will promiſe us 
> freedome and hopes of ſucceſſe, welifoone returne it you 
fend. 5pith the hands of 1000000. {f you condemne us for 


ſpeaking tooplainly, Know that miſery makes men for- 
get good manners;and dying men uſe not complements , 
IWe are m the caſe of the Lepers, If we ſit ſtill we pe- 
riſh, therefore we will move in vhe way of hope, and goe 

m to en 6 though it be not according to Law, and 

if we periſh we periſh. Jet know, we will come farre 
ſhort of the plainneſſe of better perſons and tumes, 

\ 284M, 12, 1 Kan " 18.18. GC, KC, &Co 
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I ELM S&T ” = 
To the Kings moſs Excellent £Jajefty ; © 
The humble Petition of Your diſtreſſed and almotlt * 
defrayed Subjetts of Your Kingdome of England, % 


S44$8:4$$RuaDp Sovenarones, lts a double griefe to 
4 & our ſoules, that we ſhoul4l be conſtrained to beg for 
. > PS our lives at Your hands, who are bound by the Law 
3; wy © 


JB-A $ of Godand nature, 2nd by Your Oarh, to preſerve 
Sos + them, and that we ſhould be forced tocntreat You 
$$2$:9$#® ., ſpare our cſtates, liberties; ad bloyd, whoſe ho- 
nour and ſtrength depends ſo much on theſe our enjoyments : But 
extremity prevailerh and drives us to You, and cafteth us here pro» 
ſtrate ar the feer of Your Majeſtic: And let not Your Majeſty be of- 
fended,if we ſpeake more plainly then uſually becometh us; for ne- 
ceſſitie hath no law:lt is for our lives and more,andtherefore blame 
us not to ſpeake ; our fricnds,our wives,our children,our wants,our 
dangers, our Countrey, our bloud,do all pierce our cares and hearts * 
with their daily & dolefull crycs; Oh that our requeſts.could finde 
as quick acceſſe to Yours! Surely irs impoſſible Your Majeſty ſhould 
be ignorant of thedolefull condition Your two Kingdomes are in; 
Doe You not know that our houſes are plundered, and the fruit of  - 
out long labours taken from us ; that men who have heretofort re- 
lieved hundreds of the poore, have not kft them a bed tolye an, 
food to ſuſtain them,or a houſe to put their heads in? And the poore 
they were wont torelieve,are forced tobecomt Souldiers,thatt 
' may rob us by authoritie. Know You not how many thouſand dþ- 
ſtreſſed ſoules cry to God day & night, in their anguiſh and miſery, 
while they ſee You the Father of their Countrey, having no com- 
paſſion on them ? Oh ! where is now Your Majeſties ancient cle- 
'Mmency 7 You were wont if weloſtour cſtates by Pyrates, or baca | 
Houſe by fire, to grant Your gracious Letters Patents for our re- 
"Hete 3 but now Your.Souldiers rob = of all,and burne our Wo. 
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the ground,and this not onely for obtaining victory in heat of Fight, 

but upon deliberation afterwards,as they did at Brimingham in War- 

wickſbire by neerea hundred houſes the nextfay when they left the 

Towne, You were wont to relieve Your Subjets when takenby Py. 
rates,and made Gally-flaves;and now the loathſome priſons of 0x- 
ford,and other places,are filled with their miſerable,ſtarved,diſeaſed 
bodycs,who(ſome of them)would think themſelves halfe free-men 

were they Turkiſh Gally-flaves; ſuch is their crucll uſage. Know 

You not how our Lands lye untilled, while Your Souldiers take our 

horſes by a thouſand at a time 2 and what can follow this but ex- 
treame famine £ Know You not how our bloud is ſpilr, & the dead 
bodyes of Your Subjedts, yea, many of your Nobles ſcattered as. 
dung on theface of the earth 2 Have not your eyes ſeene jr, & your 
eatcs heard the groancs of the wounded, gaſping for life 2 Is all this 
nothing in your eyes? T6 whom ſhould your people goe but to your 
Majeſty inthis our diſtreſIc? We have tryed all other known mcans, 
and profeſlſe in the ſight of God, we know none but your Majeſtie, 
under God, that can deliver us without more bloud and deſolation 
and the world knows it is in'your hands,you may doe it if you will ; 
and doe it cafily,and doe it with increaſe of your honour,ſafety,and 
Happines, VVhar ifit wereto part with ſomething of your right, yer 
ſhould notyour Majeſty doe itto fave the life of your people, from 
"whom, and for whoſe good, You firſt received it * 

Dread Soveraigne,We beſecch Yau confider,what hath your Par- 
liament and people done, that deſerves all this from You * Is it be- 
'cauſe your Parliament relieved us from eppreſſing Courts, and iille. 
*gall raxations? Wasgt not with your own conſent?and is it not your 
plory, to be King of a rich and free people? Is it becauſe they proſe- 

cute Delinquents? Why,to what end are'your Courts of Juſtice els? 
'2nd are not they your chiefeſt Court 2 And can theſe be friends to 
"'You,and worth the defending,thatare encmies tq your Kingdoms? 
"Fox yotr Forts and Navy, are they not yours for your Kingdomes 
: good? And is _—_ Parliament, the RAGSOnge wh prey 
e know your Majeſty cannot mannage them in your ownperſon, 
*butby your Miniſters, and thoſe choſen by Caunlcll; andean You 


or 


| 


or the Kingdome pofhibly judgeany more able,impartiall and faith. - 
full ro adyiſe You inthis, then your Parljament 2 They medled nor © 
with ir, till abſolute heceſſitic conſtrained ; till hey ay Ireland inre= | 
bellion,the rebells threatning Exgiand;the ſame ſpirits as malignant 
and ave ar home,and'their own lives and the Kingdome in preſent 
apparent jeopardy, and your Majeſties conſent torheir Bill denyed, © 
Wecannot bur fee the ſame Counſclls ſerting your Majcity againſt - 
your Parliamentnow, which cauſed 4 ſo lodg diſcontinugnce, © 
which cauſed the Ship-moncy, and ather illegall taxations, which 
cauſed the late innovations.in Church and State, which cauſed the _ 

warte with Scotland, which-broke up th laſt Parliament, and cauſed 
that ineRive Declaration againſt them, inthe verylanguage of the 
preſent rimes, We cannot poſſibly conceive wharyour Parliamenc 
can do now to remedy any of theſe miſeries;they humbly ſeek your 
royall conſentin vaine; the offenders legally proceeded againit are 


ory 


defended from:them, yea thoſe'that your Majeſty hath proclaimed }. - 
ſuchz that is deniedthem which is vockded ro every the love court 
of Juſtice z they defixe nothing, more then your preſence and concur- 
rence z and-we know if humble Petitions or loyall affeRtions wauld 
rocure it, there would not have been ſo long a diſtance. Neither is + 
thereany viſible means left, : bur ether give up our ſtates, liberties; , 
lives &Religionto the diſpoſe of your too-long'tryed ſecret Coun - 
cell, and make your Majeſties meere will the onely Law, and ſo'bes - 
rray their Countrey,and thetruſt committed tothem ; (which God. | 
forbid) or elſe defend us by the ſword. rt u9 2760 ft 22h ati) 
And for us your people, what have wee done'that weare mades : 
common ſpoyle 2 Would your Majeſty'defire us perfidioufly tobe; 
way them whom we-have rruſted2and deſert them that haveheen(o » - 
fithfull ro us2 and:ro kill them whom wee have choſen ro:ſavens'y - 


-and rg > who are our felyes repreſentatively:e Then (hauld © . | 
the d1 | 
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You; But webeſcech You call not this bearing Arms. againſt You; 

: may be againſt your will;but ifany of your now followers be more 

£1peRtive of your royall authoritic eſtabliſhed/by Law, more trucly 


"ender of your perſonand hohourthen wezrhen letnor God proſper 


our proceedings, but cauſe us to fall betore them,and give us up into 
their hands. We are fallen upon by the:cruel}, and becauſe we will 
not dy<. quietly & without refiſtance, we are accuſed as traytors and 
enemies tOyour Majeſty. We beicceh your Majefty,confider'in the 
preſence of God, if your own Father & King bad runupon you with 
his drawne ſword, whether would You have ſuffered death without 
reſiſtance, or have taken the ſword pro tempore out of bis hand 2 and 
yer neither beaverſe ro his honour 8& perſon, or his propriety in his 
weapon. Doth not nature teach us the preſervation of our ſclves2 
will not the eyewinke without del:beration*and the ſmalleſt worme 
turne back, if you tread onir £ And befide pature., we have frequene 
prefidepes in ſacred Writ, foreven more then defenfive refiſtance of 
Tranſccndent Monarcke, i Sam. 14-44,45:; 1 S4.23.11, 12. 2 King, 
£.10.12,13.2 Chro.26.18.20. Dan.6.14.&c. But it all this were no. 
thing, yet we know y.our Majeſty hath paſſed an a for the continu- 


* ance of this Parliament : and (ure that At muſt needs meane-a-Par- 


liament with irs power and authoririe, and:notthe meere name and 
carkaſſe of a Parliament; Irs not onely that they.ſhall Ray/tagetber 
in London,and doe nothing, or no more then another Court;but thac 
they continue your chiefe-Counſell, your chicfe Court, and haye 
ſole legiſlative power, which.are your Parliaments peculiar proper 
ties: And if your Majeſty hach enaRed the c6-inuance of a ME eee 
liament in its power, who {eeth not that You have thereby joynced 
with:chemyourroyall authoricy,though nor your perſon? Dathaer 
your Majeſty in youF Exprefſes oft mention your ſelfe-a part of the 
Parliament? and:thar the head wirhout which the body cannot livez 
and is the Parliament valid without your authoricic?cherfore if your 
Majeſty may and have wichdtawac from them your royall avthorj; 
tic,then you may'and have brokeyaur own lawes ; which we date 
notjudge afterſo many ſolemne Proteftationsro maintaine and rule 
y the known:Lawcs: wherefore we hope your Majeſty muſt needs 


& 44 
£ 


diſcerne 


= 

diſcerne that we fight not =_ You,but for your known eſtabliſht 
authority in ÞParfiament, Arid we hope your Majeſty will not deny 
then) to be your entire Parliamenr ; for is the AR recalld whereby 
they were cltabliſhed ? if not, how cantheyiceale tobe your Parlia- 
ment ? neither let the faulr be laid on part of them , for weall know 
the Major part bath the authority of che-wholegand if it were the Ati= 
zor part, why did nor; or doth not the Major over-vore them'2 And! 
we beſeech your Majeſty blame us notto'thinke'ous Religion and all 
lyes at the ſtake, white we looke back by whar attaine Popery had 
been almoſt brought upon us by that party, and ſee them ſtill the 
chicfe in favour, and whenſo many Papiſts Engi7ſb and forreigne are 
now in. Armes againſt us ; and know ig one Papiſt in the Land thar 
isnot zealous in the cauſe, Wonder not, Dread Soveraizne, if wee 
hardly:beleeve that thofe come now ro ſave us, who in 88. and the 
Powder Plotr, would fo crucli{y have deſtroyed us : that Papiſts 
ſhould: be moſt zealous in fighting for the Proteſtant Religion, and 


Delinquents { proceeded- againſt in Parliament , ) ſtiould-Ragd for | 


thepriviledges and Laws af the Parliament ; that oppreſfing Mo- 
nopoliſts ſhould fight forthe Subjects liberties, ſeem all riddles and 
paradoxes tous.: Blame us nor, we beſcech You, to feare, while we 
ſee-no contradiction appearero Mounſicur de Cheſnehis booke, ſold 


openly. for many: yeares;not in Pars onely, bur in London,and read at - 


Court, which records/your Majeſties Lettertothe Pope, promiſing 
to venture Crowne-andall tounite us to Romeapaine, » | { 


Dread:3wveraigne, many Pringes have g6neaftray-through ſtrength * . 


of remptation,and afrer have beerrhappy in repentine andreturnings 
-Oh Hae the Lord would rremminass oh cr olonifie his vions_ 
0h. You and us, inmaking/knowne to You the thing concerning our 
Peace; and not þj$ Juſticedn hardning: You ro deſtruRion:thatit may 
never be read in our Chronicle by the generations to-come,that Zn: 
gland had a Prince who lived and dyed in ſeeking the deſolation of 
his people; and:the:Church of God: | Your Mijeſty knowerh there 
isa King & 2Judgoabort: You; before whom You muſt very ſhort- 
. and give account of your Government; We defirc You in 

preſence of that God, r@hinke, and thinke ſeriouſly, and thinke 
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2paine how. ſad it will be, to have all this bloudc 


£ - enemies, becauſe we tell you the truth, and ſpeake as dyi 


--»aot Princes of ail impoveriſh 


+. - ger heart; to yeeld to the Petitionogyour diſtre 


(6) 
| of your 
{oule ; Canyour Majeſty thinke of this with comfott when You are 
Eyg 2 Can thefe Counſellors tharnow put you on,then bring You 
as ſafely off 2 Y our Majeſty may deſpiſe what we ſay, and caſt away 
ar Pctitiof, and tread downe your poore people,and judge us your 
Og Men 11 
the ſorrow of our ſoules z but You cannot fo = by Divine Juſtice; 
or quiet conſcience atthe laſt : As true as the Lord liverh,your Ma- 
xftic will one day know that Blaſphemers,Papiſts,and flatrerers;are 
not your friends ; but plaine dealers, who doe afſure You, the way 
You take, tends to the utter raine and deſtruRtion of your Selfe and 
Kiongdome. And can your heart endare, or can your hands be firang in 
the day the Lord will reckon with You for His people commirted to 
your charge ? Oh | ſuppoſe You now heard the bloud of your peo- 
ple already ſpilr, crying in your eares,: and ſaw the many thouſands 
yct living a life wor!e then death, lying in their ſorrows ar your feet, 
crying for pitty, help,oh King'help, orwe loſe our libertics, Lawes, 
lives and Reihgion ; help char your Selfe and Royal poſteritie, be 
deſalate Nation: help as ever You 
would have God helpYou inthe day of deathatid judgement, when 
your Selle ſhall cry for helpe and pirrie z help char deliverance come 


not ſome other way,whileYou & your Fathers houfe are deſtroyed. 


The Lord God of our hopes, whe hath for our finnes moſt juſtly af- 
fitted us in You,give your Majeſty a diſcerhing eY0,a holy and ren» | 
ed Subjes, To re- 
turne to and concurre with your Parliament, that God and man may for- 
get your miſtakings, and You may be thebleſſedeſt Prince that ever 
reigned inour Land, the tertour of your rea} enewies, the joy of 
pour people and cheglory of poſteritio,' Suth (hall be the daily and 
arte prayers of % 
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